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“Rainforest Tears' isa deceptively
gripping tale that rattles along,
illustrating how World War IT tore
Sarawak and itsinkabitanis apart.
Few of us can truly appreciate fust how
horrifying the Japanese oecpation must
have been and I Gin't remember a fiction
title so fully capturing, and imparting
upon me, the mood and events of the
tirme,;

Much of the background story i
baszed on facts and true stories, which
is enough tokees the reader on edge as
heor she reads of ever more | rrowing
bombings and executions. Thisis

| setinto context b by initriguing (and

disturbing in a quite different way)
passages from the corridars of power
in Britainand Japa ention

1sed toiliustrate the d c.gapm: ;Lrul

abandonment felt by the lead character,
Geoffrey Portas,
Portas, conscr » Sipecin

Operations Exe
of an enemy thel
his countrymen ha .;-;_v itnessed
before, However, § : changing face

of the Malaysianc i ound him
that truly resonates. Sesing themsslves
no longer as an important part of &

nable commonwealth 2nd instead s

ntgrht
chnoneof

downtrodden people ofan outdated
colony, Malaysiais turning a dark period
in its history into the springboar
mdependence. But before that, th
neid Portas tofight to save the
country he has gmwr. to |<--.-;-_
Thepl
certamly Eﬁhﬂvl’ﬂ}l]'l,{{ .fnl ".:wm\u-q_._
about each character, especially Portas
—whi has more thana littlein o
with the authar, as both are Engli
expatriates whowork in Miri and
lowve with life in East Malayeia. Howe
thereal strength of this book iz in the
detail and acoiracy of t hru.m.pu.. . B
took yearsof nessarch and discussions
with locals who witnessed these events
first hand to be able to do this tale justice. |
have fosay, it was worth it Bl




